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The Conceptual Change of Online Journalism,
1995-2005

Hsiaomei Wu

ABSTRACT

This research attempts to examine the conceptual change of online journalism from
1995 through 2005 using the evolutionary approach of system theory as the foundation of
analysis. Two variables, time and level, are selected for investigation, with the former
divided into three different phases: duplicating (1995-1998), exploring (1999-2001), and
reorganizing (2002-2005), and the latter two levels: technical and institutional.
Accordingly, the study develops a six-category table for detailed analysis. Significant
events in this period are then chosen and allocated into each of these categories in order

to discover the web’s evolutionary impact on mainstream journalism.

The study concludes that the rise of the writing public, a completely novel
experience in human history, is the key toward an understanding of online journalism.
The power structure formulated by the reading public of the printing age is facing
significant challenge due to the fact that everyone who writes could be the agent of social
reality in the information age. And the result will be a disembedding effect of journalism

from its mainstream profession.

Keyword: online journalism, blog, writing public, objectivity, evolution
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