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Introduction  

In the summer of 1999, the Board of Directors of the International Association for 
Intercultural Communication met at the biannual conference in Louisville, Kentucky.  One of 
the topics on the agenda was the election of the new President of the organization.  The choice 
of the President of the IAICS was not an easy task. The board only considered proven scholars 
who met both the Asian and the North American concepts of distinguished scholars.  
Fortunately, most of the board members had attended one of the sessions in which Dr. D. Ray 
Heisey presented his research. Heisey was not a 
newcomer to the organization. He attended many 
of the international conferences of the IAICS and 
was recognized as one of the major intellectual 
contributors to the area of intercultural 
communication. During the meeting of the board, 
Dr. Brooks Hill suggested the name of Dr. D. Ray 
Heisey for the Presidency. The move was seconded 
by Dr. Bates Hoffer and quickly ratified by the rest 
of the board.  The decision was made and Dr. 
Brooks Hill was given the duty of approaching Dr. 
Heisey with the honor of serving as the President of 
the organization for the interim of 2001 to 2003.  
Dr. Heisey accepted and the announcement was 
made that Dr. Heisey would serve as Vice 
President of the organization and that he would 
accept the presidency at the next conference in 
Hong Kong.  

It should be noted that the International Association for Intercultural Communication is 
not the only organization that has honored Dr. Heisey. He was chosen as a Coolidge Research 
Fellow in the Association for Religion and Intellectual life in 1991; he received a special 
citation from the Ohio Senate of the General Assembly of the State of Ohio as “one of Ohio’s 
finest educators” in 1996; he received the President’s Medal by the Kent State University Board 
of Trustees for “30 years of outstanding service to Kent State University” in 1997; and he 
received the Distinguished Alumnus Award for “Outstanding Service through Vocational 
Excellence” from the Alumni Association of Messiah College in Grantham, Pennsylvania, in 
2002. 
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Although the Board of Directors only knew of Dr. Heisey as a contributing scholar to the 
organization, they would soon learn that he is married to Susanne E. Van Valin, a certified 
language arts teacher.  They have three sons:  

• Kevin S. Heisey, who received his B.S. in Technology from Kent State, and currently 
works as a Regional Sales Manager for Rockwell Automation in Cleveland, Ohio;  

• Alec D. Heisey, who received his B.A. in French and Computer Science from Oberlin 
College, and works as a systems analyst for the Business Information Group in York, 
Pennsylvania;  

• Ian S. Heisey, who received his B.A. in Communication at Messiah College, and is 
employed as a Mediation Coordinator for The Bellaire-Puritas Corporation in 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

As for Dr. Heisey, he began his academic career as a speech major at Greenville College and 
completed his BA in 1954.  He then went on to complete his MA in Speech at The Ohio State 
University in 1955.  He then found his interests transformed and went on to fulfill his interests 
in Theology at Messiah College in 1957. This was followed by Post-Graduate Study at the 
University of Edinburgh, Scotland, during 1959-60. He returned to complete his doctorate in 
Communication with a major in Public Address and Group Communication at Northwestern 
University in 1964.  
 
His Successful Academic Career in Teaching  
 Dr. Heisey has had a long career in teaching in the United States and overseas.  He has 
been characteristically associated with Kent State University where he served at the Director of 
the School of Communication Studies and earlier as the Coordinator of the Division of Rhetoric 
and Communication. Currently, he is Professor and Director Emeritus (since 1996). He was 
made a full professor in 1970, and was granted tenure in 1966; Professor Emeritus, July 1, 1996; 
Professor, 1970-June 1996; Associate Professor, 1966-1970. He retired in 1996. Although 
most scholars will associate him with Kent State University where he has had a long career in 
the School of Communication Studies, he also served at other universities both within and 
outside of the United States.  
 

Messiah College, Grantham, Pennsylvania 
 Visiting Professor, February-May 1997 
Peking University, Beijing, China 
            Visiting Professor of International Communication, School of International 

Studies, Fall Semester, 2000-2001, Fall Semester, 1996-1997 
Renmin University, Beijing, China 
 Visiting Professor of International Communication 
 Department of International Politics, November and December, 1996 
Estonian School of Diplomacy 
 Visiting Professor of Communication,  May 1993, 
 Tallinn, Estonia 
University of Lund, Sweden 
 Visiting Professor of Communication, Department of Applied Psychology,  
 Fall Semester, 1992 
Damavand College, Tehran, Iran 
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 Professor of Speech Communication, 1975-1978 
 (Taught one course while serving as president of the college) 
University of Leuven, Leuven, Belgium 
 Visiting Professor of Communication, Center for Communication Studies,  
 First Semester, 1972-1973 
Ashland Theological Seminary, Ashland, Ohio 
 Adjunct Associate Professor of Speech, 1968-1972 (part-time basis in the winter 

term) 
Messiah College, Grantham, Pennsylvania 

         Instructor in Speech, 1955-1959; Associate Professor, 1962-1965; Professor,  
                      1965-1966 
  
His Service to Academia 
 Dr. Heisey has not only served IAICS well, he also has a long record of service to his 
university and community.  For example, in 2002, he served as the President of the Phi Beta 
Delta, an honorary chapter for international scholars.  Earlier, he served on the Board of 
Directors of the United Christian Ministries. Within academia, he served on faculty exchange 
committees, faculty search committees, review committees, and directed eighteen doctoral 
dissertations at Kent State University. He also served as an External Reader for the Ph.D. 
Thesis of Liao Tizhong, (1995) at Beijing Foreign Studies University. Dr. Heisey has been 
instrumental in establishing faculty exchange programs between Kent State University and the 
Guangming Daily in Beijing, Peking University in Beijing, Renmin University in Beijing, the 
Chinese People's Association for Friendship with Foreign Countries in Beijing, and the 
University of Lund, Sweden. He served for three years, 1975-1978, as president of Damavand 
College in Tehran, Iran, to assist in the development of that Iranian liberal arts college for 
women. 
 Dr. Heisey also has belonged to numerous professional organizations: Speech 
Communication Association of Ohio, Central States Communication Association, Eastern 
Communication Association, National Communication Association, International 
Communication Association, International Society for Intercultural Education, Training, and 
Research, Chinese Communication Association, Association for Chinese Communication 
Studies, International Association of University Presidents, Association for Religion and 
Intellectual Life, World Communication Association, Phi Beta Delta (Honor Society for 
International Scholars), Beta Zeta Chapter, International Association for Intercultural 
Communication Studies, Cleveland Council for World Affairs, Fellow in the International 
Academy for Intercultural Research.  He was the program planner for competitive programs at 
SCA, SCAO, ISIETAR, and CSCA.  He served as chair of the Peace Communication 
Commission of SCA in 1989-1990 and as chair of the International and Intercultural 
Communication Division of the National Communication Association in 2001-2002. And, of 
course, Dr. Heisey was the Vice President of IAICS in 1999-2001 and President in 2001-2003.  
 
His Scholarly Contributions  
 Scholarship plays a major role in academia. The success of a scholar is not only 
measured by what he has published, but also by the quality of those publications. Dr. Heisey 
served as editor of the Ablex Publishing series, Advances in Communication and Culture, 
producing five volumes. Dr. Heisey has distinguished himself as a scholar and this is evidenced 
by his numerous publications.  
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Books 
 
 Heisey, D. R. (2004). Healing body and soul: The life and times of Dr. W. O. Baker, 

1827-1916. Grantham, PA: The Brethren in Christ Historical Society. 547 pp.  
 Heisey, D. R. (Ed.). (2000). Chinese perspectives in rhetoric and communication. Stamford, 

CT: Ablex Publishing. 297 pp. Volume One in the Ablex series, Advances in 
Communication and Culture. 

Heisey, D. R. & Gong, W. (Eds.). (1998). Communication and culture: China and the world 
entering the 21st Century. Amsterdam: Editions Rodopi. 370 pp. 

Jia, W., Lu, X., & Heisey, D. R. (Eds.). (2002). Chinese communication theory and  research: 
Reflections, new frontiers, and new directions. Westport, CT: Ablex Publishing. 281 
pp. Volume Four in the Ablex series, Advances in Communication and Culture. 

Lu, X., Jia, W., & Heisey, D. R. (Eds.). (2002). Chinese communication studies: Contexts and 
comparisons. Westport, CT: Ablex Publishing. 278 pp. Volume Five in the Ablex 
series, Advances in Communication and Culture. 

 
Chapters in Books 
 
Xiao, Xiaoyu and Heisey, D. R. (2005). Shifting the performative characteristics of opera and 

the status quo for women in China. In Laura Lengel (Ed.), Intercultural 
communication and creative practice: Music, dance, and women's cultural identity.. 
(pp. 195-210). Westport, CT: Praeger.   

Heisey, D. R. (2003). Introduction. In E. Morris Sider (Ed.), Windows to the church: Selections 
from twenty-five years of Brethren in Christ History and Life. (pp. 1-5). Grantham, PA: 
The Brethren in Christ Historical Society.  

Heisey, D. R. (2002). Sources of Chinese conflict management in international affairs. In G. M. 
Chen & R. Ma (Eds.), Chinese conflict management and resolution. (pp. 205-221). 
Westport, CT: Ablex Publishing. Volume Two in the Ablex series, Advances in 
Communication and Culture. 

Heisey D. R. (2000). Global communication and human understanding. In G. M. Chen & W. J. 
Starosta (Eds.), Communication and global society. (pp. 193-214). Boston, MA: Peter 
Lang. 

Heisey, D. R. (2000). Introduction: Chinese perspectives coming of age in the West and serving 
as a balance in theory and practice. In D.R. Heisey (Ed.), Chinese perspectives in 
rhetoric and communication (pp. xi-xx), Stamford, CT: Ablex Publishing. Volume 
One in the Ablex series, Advances in Communication and Culture. 

Heisey, D. R. (1999). China’s rhetoric of socialization in international civic discourse.  In R. 
Klurer & J. H. Powers (Eds.), Civic discourse, civil society, and the Chinese world. 
(pp. 221-236). Stamford, CT: Ablex Publishing. 

Heisey, D. R. (1998). Introduction: Communication and culture influencing each other. In D. R. 
Heisey & W. Gong (eds.), Communication and culture: China and the world entering 
the 21st Century. (pp. xvii-xxxvii). Amsterdam: Editions Rodopi. 

Heisey, D. R. (1998). A comparative analysis of rhetorical theory in China and the U.S. In K. S. 
Sitaram & M. H. Prosser (Eds.), Civic discourse: Multiculturalism, cultural diversity 
and global communication. (Pp 325-338). CT: Ablex Publishing Co. 
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Heisey, D. R. (1997). Cultural influences in political communication. In A. Gonzalez & D. V. 
Tanno (Eds.), Politics, communication, and culture (pp. 9-26). Thousand Oaks, CA: 
Sage Publications, Inc. 

Heisey, D. R. (1994). On preaching: A review essay. In Sider, E. M. (Ed.), Preaching the word: 
Sermons by Brethren in Christ ministers (pp. 155-166). Grantham, PA: Brethren in 
Christ Historical Society. 

Heisey, D. R. (1993). The strategy of narrative and metaphor in interventionist rhetoric: 
International case studies. In D. Zarefsky (Ed.), Rhetorical movement: Essays in 
honor of Leland M. Griffin (pp. 186-209, 253-256). Evanston, IL: Northwestern 
University Press. 

Heisey, D. R. (1991). Defining peace communication. In R. Troester & C. E. Kelley (Eds.), 
Peacemaking through communication (pp. 19-21). Annandale, VA: Speech 
Communication Association. 

Heisey, D. R. (1990). Reagan's use of peace/war symbols justifying military intervention. In T. 
L. Brensinger & E. M. Sider (Eds.), Within the perfection of Christ: Essays on peace 
and the nature of the church (pp. 191-208). Grantham, PA: Brethren in Christ 
Historical Society. 

Heisey, D. R. (1988). President Ronald Reagan's apologia on the Iran-Contra affair. In H. R. 
Ryan (Ed.), Oratorical encounters: Selected studies and sources of twentieth-century 
political accusations and apologies (pp. 281-305). Westport, CT: Greenwood Press. 

Heisey, D. R. (1982). Sensitivity to an image. In S. L. Bills (Ed.), Kent State/May 4: Echoes 
through a decade  (pp. 187-196). Kent, OH: The Kent State University Press. 

Heisey, D. R. (1979). Values and outcome. In E. Shipstone & N. Shipstone (Eds.), Role of the 
university in the women's movement (pp. 108-111). Lucknow, India: The Asian 
Women's Institute. 

Heisey, D. R. (1977). A Swedish approach to international communication. In R. W. Brislin 
(Ed.), Culture learning: Concepts, applications, and research (pp. 64-70). Honolulu: 
University of Hawaii Press. 

Heisey, D. R. (1976). Damavand College. In A. P. Saleh (Ed.), Cultural ties between Iran and 
the U.S. (pp. 378-381. Tehran: Her Majesty's National Committee for the American 
Revolution Bicentennial. 

Heisey, D. R. (1973). The rhetoric of the Arab-Israeli conflict. In M. H. Prosser (Ed.), 
Intercommunication among nations and peoples (pp. 304-315). New York: Harper 
and Row, Co. 

Heisey, D. R. (1973). Slavery: America's irrepressible conflict. In D. Holland (Ed.), America in 
controversy: Speaking on issues in American history (pp. 103-121). Dubuque, Iowa: 
Wm. C. Brown Co. 

Heisey, D. R., Calkins, K. & Jones, D. (1972). Excerpts from the analysis of the Ohio Grand  
          Jury report. In R. M. O'Neil et al., No heroes no villains: New perspectives on  
 Kent State and Jackson State (pp. 139-144). Jossey-Bass Inc., Publishers. 
Heisey, D. R. (1971). On entering the kingdom: New birth or nurture. In D. Holland (Ed.), 

Sermons in American history: Selected issues in the American pulpit, 1630-1967 (pp. 
176-203). Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press. 

Heisey, D. R. (1969). On entering the kingdom: New birth or nurture. In D. Holland (Ed.), 
Preaching in American history: Selected issues in the American pulpit, 1630-1967 (pp. 
150-167). Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press. 
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Articles 
Heisey, D. R. (2004). China's President Hu Jintao's rhetoric of socialization. Intercultural 

Communication Studies, XIII:3 (Winter), 1-7. 
Heisey, D. R. (2003). Changes in the cultural arguments of Chinese political leaders. Human 

Communication: A Journal of the Pacific and Asian Communication Association, 6:1 
(Spring/Summer), 1-11. 

Heisey, D. R. (2002). Advances in communication and culture. Intercultural Communication 
Studies, XI:2, 1-20.   

Heisey, D. R., Yu, Z., & Yan, J. (1998-9). Persuasive strategies of the University Green Camp 
Expedition to Bai Ma (White Horse) Snow Mountain, China, 1996. Intercultural 
Communication Studies, VIII-2 (Spring), 131-140.  

Heisey, D. R. (1998). Reflections on religious speech communication. The Journal of 
Communication and Religion, 21(2), 85-107.  

Heisey, D. R. (1996). Cultural influences in political communication (in Chinese). Journalism 
and Communication (in Chinese), 3(4), 52-61.  

Rodgers, R. P., & Heisey, D. R. (1996). Perspectives on communication openness in the former 
Soviet Union. World Communication, 25(3), 111-124.  

Xiao, X., & Heisey, D. R. (1996). Liberationist populism in the Chinese film “Tian Xian Pei”: 
A feminist critique. Women’s Studies in Communication, 19 (3), 313-333.  

Gorden, W. I., Holmberg, K. A., & Heisey, D. R. (1994). Equality and the Swedish work 
environment. The Employee Responsibilities and Rights Journal, 7 (2), 1-20.  

Heisey, D. R., & K. S. Phipps (1993). The Hart and Biden apologies: The failure of apologetic 
rhetoric. The Journal of Communication Studies, 11  (2), 53-65.   

Heisey, D. R. (1993). The rhetoric of Anatoly Sobchak: Rule of law vs. nomenklatura? The 
Southern Communication Journal, 59 (1), 60-72.  

Heisey, D. R. (1992). Horace Bushnell's rhetorical training. The Journal of Communication 
and Religion, 15 (2), 55-69.  

Heisey, D. R. (1992). Critical methods and ideology: An international perspective. Systems 
Practice, 5 (2), 215-223. Also published in S. H. & K. Samuelson (Eds.), Vol. II 
Advances in general systems theory and philosophy  (pp. 100-105). Proceedings of the 
35th annual meeting of the International Society for Systems Practice, Ostersund, 
Sweden, June 14-20, 1991.  

Onyekwere, E. O., & Heisey, D. R. (1992). A movement study of Chukwuemkea O. Ojukwue's 
rhetoric of revolt in the Nigerian/Biafran war. The Ohio Speech Journal, 30, 39-49.  

Heisey, D. R., & Ericsson, E. (1991). Principles of equality in the Swedish educational system. 
International Education, 20 (2), 31-41. Also published in Pedagogical Bulletin No. 14,  
Department of Education, University of Lund, Sweden.  

Heisey, D. R., Brockett, M. A., & Phipps, K. S. (1990). Contextual dimensions in the rhetoric 
of the Arab-Israeli conflict following Camp David. World Communication, 19 (1), 
113-123.   

Heisey, D. R. (1988). The force of narrative: Portrait of Bishop B. F. Hoover. Brethren in 
Christ History and Life, XI (3), 229-328.  

Heisey, D. R., & Trebing, J. D. (1986). Authority and legitimacy: A rhetorical case study of the 
Iranian revolution. Communication Monographs, 53, 295-310.  

Heisey, D. R. (1986). Reagan and Mitterrand respond to international crisis: Creating versus 
transcending appearances. The Western Journal of Speech Communication, 50, 
325-335.   
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Heisey, D. R. (1984). The `I Have a Dream' speech of Martin Luther King, Jr. as a movement 
event. The Ohio Speech Journal, 22, 15-26.  

Heisey, D. R. (1983). Educational exchange models: Cultural approaches in Belgium, Iran, and 
China. International Education, 13, 20-29.  

Whaley, A. B., Kaminski, E. P., Gorden, W. I., & Heisey, D. R. (1983). Docudrama from 
different temporal perspectives: Reactions to NBC's `Kent State.' Journal of 
Broadcasting, 27, 285-289.   

Heisey, D. R., & Trebing, J. D. (1983). A comparison of the rhetorical visions and strategies of 
the Shah's white revolution and the Ayatollah's Islamic revolution. Communication 
Monographs, 50, 158-174.   

Heisey, D. R. (1983). The role of Asian women in national development efforts. Women's 
Studies International Forum, 6 (1), 85-96.   

Heisey, D. R. (1981). The role of Asian women in national development efforts. 
Communication, X, 67-82.   

Heisey, D. R. (1980). Women, the liberal arts, and national development. Lux Mundi, 9, 33-39. 
Heisey, D. R. (1978). President's report to the Board of Trustees 1975-1978 (pp. 1-39). Tehran, 

Iran: Damavand College.   
Heisey, D. R. (1974). A Swedish approach to international communication. Topics in Culture 

Learning, II, 41-47. 
Heisey, D. R. (1973). Symbolism in the Middle East conflict. Politica, 23, 20-48. 
Heisey, D. R. (1971). Directions in speech communication. Acta Symbolica, II, 13-18. 
Heisey, D. R. (1971). Rhetorical energy and student protest. Acta Symbolica, II, 61-62. 
Heisey, D. R. (1971). The Scottish tradition in pulpit rhetoric. The Southern Speech Journal, 

XXXVI, 255-266. 
Heisey, D. R. (1970). Symbolism in the Middle East conflict. Acta Symbolica, I, 55-67. 
Heisey, D. R. (1970). Christian comprehensiveness. Ashland Theological Bulletin, III, 31-38. 
Heisey, D. R. (1970). The rhetoric of the Arab-Israeli conflict. The Quarterly Journal of Speech, 

LVI, 12-21.  
Heisey, D. R. (1968). An honors course in argumentation. The Speech Teacher, XVII, 202-4.  
Heisey, D. R. (1966). H. J. C. Grierson--Modern Scottish rhetorician. Western Speech Journal, 

XXX, 248-251.  
Heisey, D. R. (1966). The Warrack lectures on preaching. Preaching: A Journal of Homiletics, 

I, 5-14..  
Heisey, D. R. (1965). Some reflections on freedom of speech. The Bridge, I, 3-4. 
 
 Dr. Heisey has also published numerous book reviews in such journals as The 
Quarterly Journal of Speech, The Journal of American History, and The Review of Rhetoric.  
 He has also presented a plethora of papers at professional conferences, such as the 
International Association for Intercultural Communication Studies, the Conference of the 
Canadian Society for the Study of Rhetoric, The National Communication Association 
Convention, The Rochester Intercultural Conference, The International Academy for 
Intercultural Research, The Rochester Institute of Technology Conference, The Central States 
Communication Association, The Association for Chinese Communication Studies,  The 
Speech Communication Association, The Conference on Culture and Communication in 
Beijing, The Conference on Multiculturalism, Cultural Diversity and Global Communication, 
The Eastern Communication Association, and the World Communication Association.  
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 He continues to be active as a scholar doing research on the communication of 
Chinese leaders and has worked on several unpublished projects such as the following: Dr. W. 
O. Baker and the Underground Railroad; Mediating Development Communication in Central 
Asia: Uzbekistan, A Case Study;  Conversations in Intercultural Encounters in Iran and Sweden, 
and China; A Personal Perspective on Chinese and American Cultural Characteristics; A Basic 
Course in Speech as an Approach to Intercultural Understanding; Horace Bushnell and the 
Meaning of the Negro in Nineteenth-Century America; and a Philosophy of Christian Higher 
Education.  
 
Community and Church 
 Dr. Heisey has served as an international communication advisor to two international 
firms: (1) Beijing New Beicheng Industrial Development Company (an international company 
that produces and markets database CD-ROM projects) with offices in New York and Beijing, 
and (2) Guangming Public Relations Company (consultant in data acquisition, government 
policies, marketing strategies, and information transmission for international companies that 
wish to do business with China), Beijing, China.  
 Throughout the years while at Kent State, Dr. Heisey served as a member of the Board 
of Directors of the Brimfield Memorial House Association and as coordinator of its Lyceum 
Lecture Series, as a member of the Board of Directors of the Community Action Council of 
Portage County and one term as its president, as a speaker for numerous area radio and 
television stations on their interview programs and panels on foreign affairs topics, such as the 
Middle East conflict, the rhetoric of presidents, and of world leaders, as a pulpit supply speaker 
for the Kent Presbyterian Church, and as a leader of the Adult Dialogue Class in its Christian 
Education program.  
 During the years while in higher education, Dr. Heisey served on the Board of 
Directors of United Christian Ministries at Kent State University, on the Board for Schools and 
Colleges of the Brethren in Christ Church, on the Parents’ Council of the Alumni Association 
of Messiah College, and as a licensed minister in the Brethren in Christ Church.  
 In the arts area, Dr. Heisey served as a member of the Adult Choir of the Kent 
Presbyterian Church and has exhibited his photographs taken from his world travels, focusing 
on people and places, at exhibits at United Christian Ministries Contemporary Arts Festival at 
the United Methodist Church in Kent, at the Art Gallery of Kent State University’s Geauga 
Campus, and the Art Gallery of the Student Center at Kent State University, at the photo exhibit 
at the Kent Presbyterian Church, entitled, “Images of Our World,” and at the Ohio Bicentennial 
Religious Arts Festival, Tallmadge, Ohio. Dr. Heisey also produced videos of his professional 
work in Beijing, China, entitled, “Faith at Work in China” and “China, Up Close,” which have 
been shown at public events in churches and in the chapel service at Messiah College and on the 
campus at Kent State University.  
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