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Abstract
During the Ming and Qing Dynasties, first the Jesuits and then other
missionaries came to China and did a great deal in linking Catholicism and
Confucianism. What they did was significant for the communication
between different cultures today, though they did it just for the sake of
religion. Of the representative works of the time, Antonius Cabarella vel de
Sacta Maria’s Tian Ru Yin, though not as popular as Mathieu Ricci’s Les 10
paradoxes and The True Meaning of the Lord of Heaven, was a novel
attempt to accommodate Catholicism with Confucianism by elucidating
concepts such as “heaven” and “honesty” from The Four Books. Although
its conclusions are hardly flawless, Tian Ru Yin itself provides quite
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referential information about cross-cultural communication.
Key words: Ming and Qing Dynasties; missionaries; Catholicism
Confucianism; Antonius Cabarella vel de Sacta Maria; Tian Ru Yin
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