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Abstract: The use of nanopolymers in anti-aging and regenerative skincare has
emerged as a transformative advancement in dermatological science. Specific
nanopolymeric systems such as chitosan nanoparticles, hyaluronic acid nanogels,
poly(lactic-co-glycolic acid) (PLGA) nanospheres, dendrimers, and polymeric
micelles have demonstrated significant potential in enhancing topical delivery and
skin regeneration. These nanoscale polymers (1-100 nm) offer tunable
physicochemical properties that enable efficient encapsulation, targeted delivery,
and controlled release of active ingredients, including retinoids, peptides,
antioxidants, and growth factors. Their small size and surface modifiability improve
penetration across the stratum corneum and facilitate interaction with dermal
fibroblasts, promoting collagen synthesis, enhanced hydration, and cellular
renewal. In anti-aging applications, nanopolymers reduce wrinkles, fine lines, and
hyperpigmentation by improving bioavailability and stability of sensitive
compounds such as vitamins and retinoids. In regenerative dermatology,
nanopolymeric scaffolds and nanocarriers support wound healing, angiogenesis,
and extracellular matrix remodeling. Despite their promising benefits, concerns
regarding long-term safety, regulatory frameworks, and production scalability
remain. Continued research into biodegradable and biocompatible nanopolymers is
expected to further advance personalized and precision skincare strategies. This
review highlights the mechanistic roles and therapeutic potential of nanopolymers
in reshaping modern anti-aging and regenerative skincare.
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1. Introduction

Skin aging is a complex, gradual process influenced by both intrinsic (chronological) and extrinsic
(environmental) factors [1]. It is characterized by a decline in the skin’s structural integrity and physiological
function, leading to visible signs such as wrinkles, sagging, dryness, and pigmentation [2]. Intrinsic aging refers
to the natural aging process determined largely by genetic factors and the biological clock of our cells [3]. Over
time, this leads to reduced activity of fibroblasts, cells responsible for producing collagen and elastin, resulting in
diminished structural support within the skin. Consequently, there is a decline in collagen and elastin production,
thinning of both the epidermis and dermis layers, slower cellular turnover, and a reduced ability for the skin to
repair itself [4]. In contrast, extrinsic aging is driven by environmental and lifestyle-related factors, such as
prolonged exposure to ultraviolet (UV) radiation (photoaging), pollution, smoking, poor nutrition, and chronic
stress [5]. These external stressors accelerate the production of free radicals, leading to oxidative stress and
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inflammation, which in turn cause DNA damage, degrade collagen, and reduce skin elasticity, significantly
contributing to premature aging [6].

The skin’s regenerative capacity is a fundamental aspect of its resilience and ability to maintain health and
appearance over time [7]. Even as it endures daily environmental stress and the inevitable progression of aging,
the skin remains capable of self-renewal and repair when properly maintained. At the cellular level, keratinocytes
in the basal layer of the epidermis continuously divide and migrate upward to replenish the outer skin layer,
ensuring a consistent turnover. Simultaneously, fibroblasts in the dermis produce critical extracellular matrix
(ECM) components, such as collagen and hyaluronic acid, which provide structure, hydration, and elasticity [8].
Angiogenesis, the process of forming new blood vessels, supplies essential nutrients and oxygen to maintain tissue
vitality, while the intricate wound healing process unfolds through coordinated phases of inflammation,
proliferation, and tissue remodeling to restore skin integrity after injury [9]. However, this intrinsic regenerative
ability gradually diminishes with age, resulting in slower wound healing, reduced cellular turnover, and a decline
in the production of ECM components [10]. To counteract these changes, scientific advancements have introduced
external interventions aimed at stimulating and supporting skin regeneration. Therapeutic agents such as growth
factors and bioactive peptides are formulated to mimic or enhance natural signaling pathways that drive cellular
repair and renewal. More recently, the integration of nanotechnology in skincare and dermatological treatments
has allowed for the precise delivery of these active compounds to target cells, thereby improving their efficacy.
These innovations hold promise in not only mitigating the effects of aging but also in revitalizing the skin’s
capacity to heal and regenerate [11].

Composite Nanopolymer Technologies (CNT) represent an advanced class of engineered systems that
integrate multiple polymeric components at the nanoscale to achieve enhanced functionality. In dermatological
applications, CNT platforms are uniquely positioned to overcome the limitations of conventional formulations by
enabling controlled delivery, improved stability, and targeted interaction with skin structures [12].

Composite Nanopolymer Technologies (CNT) are defined as advanced nanoscale systems that integrate two or
more polymeric or polymer—inorganic components to achieve enhanced or multifunctional performance. These systems
include polymer—nanofiller composites, multilayered nanohybrids, crosslinked polymeric networks with embedded
functional agents, and stimulus-responsive nanocomposites. Unlike conventional nanopolymer-based systems that may
rely on a single polymer matrix, CNT platforms are specifically engineered to combine structural, physicochemical, and
biological functionalities within a unified system [13]. This distinction is critical, as CNTs enable synergistic effects
such as improved mechanical stability, controlled release behavior, targeted delivery, and enhanced interaction with
biological tissues, making them particularly suitable for advanced dermatological applications.

Tunable particle size, surface functionality, polymer composition, and responsiveness to physiological
stimuli are key design principles of CNT that directly influence their dermatological performance. These properties
enable improved penetration through the stratum corneum, sustained release of bioactive compounds, enhanced
collagen synthesis, and protection against oxidative stress, thereby contributing to anti-aging and regenerative
outcomes [14].

Regenerative medicine represents a transformative approach in dermatology, focusing on repairing,
replacing, or regenerating cells, tissues, and organs to restore or establish normal function [15]. The potential
applications of regenerative medicine in dermatology are vast, ranging from wound healing and scar reduction to
the treatment of chronic skin conditions and aesthetic enhancements (Figure 1).

The skin possesses an inherent ability to regenerate through stem cells and biological signaling pathways,
allowing for routine repair and maintenance. However, this natural capacity diminishes with age and may be
inadequate in cases of severe injury or chronic skin conditions. Regenerative medicine aims to bolster or replace
these natural healing mechanisms using advanced therapies to improve repair and recovery outcomes [16].

Regenerative medicine in dermatology revolves around three main strategies: stem cell therapy, tissue
engineering, and biomaterials. Stem cells possess the unique ability to differentiate into specialized cell types,
making them useful for skin regeneration and repair. Tissue engineering focuses on creating biological substitutes
to restore skin function, while biomaterials are designed to support and enhance the healing process through
interactions with the body. Together, these technologies offer innovative solutions for managing various skin
conditions [17].

Stem cell therapy has emerged as a particularly promising approach for dermatological issues. Adult stem
cells, particularly mesenchymal stem cells (MSCs), have demonstrated the ability to accelerate wound healing and
reduce inflammation. These cells are typically harvested from sources like bone marrow and fat tissue [18].
Although embryonic stem cells (ESCs) and induced pluripotent stem cells (iPSCs) offer broader differentiation
potential, concerns around ethics and safety, including the risk of tumor formation, currently limit their clinical use.
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Figure 1. The potential applications of regenerative medicine in dermatology.

Tissue engineering in dermatology combines cells, scaffolds, and bioactive molecules to produce skin
substitutes capable of replacing damaged tissue [19]. These substitutes are designed to integrate seamlessly with
the patient’s existing skin. Advanced techniques like bioprinting allow for the precise construction of layered skin
structures, mimicking the complexity of natural skin and offering future potential in burn and ulcer treatment.
Meanwhile, biomaterials like hydrogels play a critical supportive role by providing structural integrity, delivering
therapeutic agents, and maintaining environments favorable for cell growth and wound healing [20].

Clinical applications of regenerative dermatology include improved wound healing, scar reduction, treatment
of chronic skin conditions, and aesthetic enhancements [21]. Stem cell therapies have shown benefits in managing
chronic wounds by stimulating new tissue and blood vessel formation. Engineered tissues and antifibrotic treatments
aim to reduce scarring. In conditions like psoriasis, regenerative methods target the underlying immune dysfunction.
Aesthetically, procedures like fat grafting enriched with regenerative cells offer natural-looking facial rejuvenation.

Regenerative medicine plays a transformative role in dermatology by offering advanced treatments for both
aesthetic enhancement and clinical skin repair. In anti-aging and cosmetic applications, it promotes collagen
production, reduces wrinkles and pigmentation, and improves skin hydration and texture [22]. For wound healing,
therapies like stem cells and bioengineered skin accelerate tissue repair through angiogenesis and re-
epithelialization. Cutting-edge technologies, including stem cell therapy, growth factors, and scaffold materials,
support skin regeneration at the cellular level [23]. When combined with traditional dermatological procedures,
these regenerative approaches enhance outcomes, can be personalized to individual needs, and show promise in
treating disorders like vitiligo and eczema. Notably, many of these treatments are minimally invasive, offering
lasting results with quicker recovery and fewer side effects.

This review focuses on the role of Composite Nanopolymer Technologies in anti-aging and regenerative
dermatology. It first discusses the fundamental principles and classifications of CNT systems, followed by an
overview of their mechanisms of action in skin applications. Subsequently, specific nanopolymeric platforms and
their dermatological applications are examined. The review also addresses safety considerations, limitations, and
environmental implications, and concludes with future perspectives for CNT-driven personalized skincare.

2. The Emergence of Nanotechnology in Dermatology

Nanotechnology has significantly transformed dermatology, particularly through the development of
polymeric nanocarriers designed to enhance topical and transdermal drug delivery. Among the most relevant
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nanopolymeric systems in dermatological applications are chitosan nanoparticles, poly(lactic-co-glycolic acid)
(PLGA) nanospheres, hyaluronic acid-based nanogels, polymeric micelles, dendrimers, and electrospun polymeric
nanofibers [24-26]. These systems possess tunable physicochemical properties, including surface charge, particle size,
biodegradability, and controlled release capability, which make them highly suitable for targeted skin applications.

For example, chitosan nanoparticles, due to their polycationic nature, enhance adhesion to the negatively
charged skin surface and improve penetration through the stratum corneum while providing intrinsic antimicrobial
activity [27]. Similarly, PLGA nanospheres and nanocapsules are widely employed for encapsulating unstable
active ingredients such as retinoids and antioxidants, enabling sustained release and improved stability [28].
Hyaluronic acid nanogels are particularly valuable in anti-aging formulations because of their natural presence in
skin tissue and their ability to enhance hydration and dermal delivery [29-31]. Nanoemulsion systems treat
conditions like psoriasis, acne, and skin cancers, and help minimize side effects, such as skin atrophy, through
nanoencapsulation of corticosteroids [32].

Polymeric micelles, formed from amphiphilic block copolymers, provide hydrophobic cores capable of
solubilizing poorly water-soluble compounds, thereby improving the bioavailability of actives such as vitamins
and phytochemicals [33]. Dendrimers, characterized by their highly branched architecture, allow precise control
over drug loading and surface functionalization for targeted delivery to specific skin layers [28]. Additionally,
electrospun nanofibrous scaffolds composed of biodegradable polymers such as PLGA, collagen, or chitosan are
increasingly applied in regenerative dermatology for wound healing and extracellular matrix mimicry [34,35].

Other reported applications of nanopolymers include: the use of silica-gold nanoshells for treating basal cell
carcinoma, offering a more precise and less damaging approach compared to traditional therapies [36], nanocapsules
carrying active ingredients like retinol and vitamin C enhance the performance of anti-aging creams by allowing
deeper penetration into the skin [37], nano-sized titanium dioxide and zinc oxide provide effective UV protection
without leaving a visible white residue in sunscreens, improving both efficacy and aesthetic appeal [38,39].

2.1. Physicochemical Properties of Nanopolymers Relevant to Skincare

The integration of nanotechnology into cosmetics and skincare has expanded significantly, with
nanopolymers emerging as key materials due to their unique properties and broad applications. These materials
enhance the delivery and stability of active ingredients and enable the development of innovative product textures,
addressing the limitations of traditional formulations. The rise of nano cosmeceuticals reflects the growing demand
for technologically advanced skincare solutions.

A wide range of nano systems, including liposomes, nanoemulsions, and various nanoparticles, are employed
in cosmetics, categorized by their chemical composition into carbon-based, inorganic, organic, and composite
materials. The main types include lipid-based, polymeric, and inorganic nanoparticles [25,40]. These materials are
further classified as soluble/biodegradable or insoluble/biopersistent, a distinction crucial for risk assessment and
regulatory evaluation. The diversity of nanomaterials highlights the interdisciplinary nature of cosmetic innovation
and underscores the need for tailored safety assessments based on nanoparticle behavior in biological systems [26].
Nanopolymers, a significant subset of nanomaterials, can be broadly classified into natural and synthetic
categories, each with unique properties and applications in skincare (Figure 2).

Natural polymeric nanocarriers, particularly chitosan-based systems, offer biocompatibility, biodegradability,
and moisturizing properties, making them highly suitable for skincare applications [27]. Chitosan nanocarriers
effectively deliver active ingredients like retinol, with their safety and modifiability enhancing their cosmetic
appeal. Their natural origin aligns with the growing consumer demand for “clean beauty” products focused on
safety and efficacy [41]. Hyaluronic acid (HA) is a biocompatible, biodegradable nanopolymer widely recognized
for its moisturizing and anti-aging benefits in skincare. Formulations often incorporate HA of varying molecular
weights to target multiple layers of skin hydration and enhance natural defense mechanisms. Given its natural
presence in the skin, HA is perceived as safe and is highly favored by consumers, a preference reinforced by
advancements in nanotechnology [30].

Other relevant polymeric systems include polymeric micelles, which are formed by amphiphilic polymers in
aqueous solutions, creating a hydrophobic core suitable for delivering poorly water-soluble drugs [33]. The
hydrophilic shell, often composed of polyethylene glycol (PEG), enhances the stability of these micelles and
prevents their aggregation. Polymeric micelles exhibit the potential for prolonged circulation time within the body
and targeted delivery of encapsulated compounds. This capability offers a solution for incorporating poorly water-
soluble active ingredients into skincare formulations, thereby enhancing their bioavailability and overall efficacy.
Many potentially beneficial skincare ingredients have limited solubility in water, which restricts their use.
Polymeric micelles address this challenge by encapsulating these ingredients in a manner that allows for their
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effective delivery to the skin. Nanofibers, produced from polymers through techniques like electrospinning,
represent another class of nanopolymers with applications in skincare. They offer the potential for prolonged
release of loaded compounds and are utilized in tissue engineering and wound healing applications. Cosmeceutical

tissues made from chitin nanofibrils and nanolignin serve as examples of nanofibers in skincare [42].
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Figure 2. Classification of nanopolymers used in cosmetic and dermatological applications, including natural
nanopolymers (e.g., chitosan and hyaluronic acid) and synthetic nanopolymers (e.g., PLGA and PEG-based

systems), highlighting their functional roles in skincare formulations.

Specific nanopolymers demonstrate diverse functional roles in skincare applications. For example, chitosan
nanoparticles facilitate the delivery of retinol and other hydrophobic actives for anti-wrinkle and anti-acne
formulations due to their penetration-enhancing and antimicrobial properties. Hyaluronic acid-based
nanopolymers provide deep hydration, improve dermal elasticity, and support extracellular matrix integrity.
Polymeric nanospheres and nanocapsules are widely employed for the controlled release of antioxidants, vitamins,
and peptides, improving their stability and bioavailability.

These nanopolymeric systems have been incorporated into commercially available cosmetic and
cosmeceutical formulations; however, their scientific value lies in their physicochemical characteristics, including

https://doi.org/10.53941/pcm.2026.100001 5 of 18



Asuquo et al. Prog. Compos. Mater. 2026, 2(1), 1

encapsulation efficiency, sustained release behavior, and enhanced dermal penetration. The performance of these
systems depends primarily on polymer composition, molecular weight, surface charge, and particle size rather than
brand-specific formulation.

Carbopol primarily functions as a thickener, stabilizer, and gelling agent, contributing to the desired texture
and consistency of creams, lotions, and gels, which indirectly supports the delivery and application of other active
ingredients. The diverse roles of nanopolymers in skincare extend beyond simply acting as carriers for active
ingredients; they also play crucial roles in ensuring formulation stability, enhancing product texture, and providing
a sustained effect on the skin. The unique physicochemical properties of these materials enable them to actively
contribute to the overall performance and sensory experience of skincare products.

2.2. Nanopolymers and Skin Penetration Enhancement

The delivery of therapeutic and cosmetic agents through the skin has garnered significant attention due to its
non-invasive nature and the potential for targeted action, minimizing systemic side effects associated with oral or
injectable routes. Topical and transdermal delivery systems offer advantages such as bypassing first-pass
metabolism in the liver and providing localized treatment [43]. However, the skin, particularly its outermost layer,
the stratum corneum, presents a formidable barrier that restricts the penetration of most substances. To overcome
this challenge, nanotechnology, and specifically the use of nanopolymers, has emerged as a promising strategy to
enhance the penetration of active ingredients into and through the skin.

The unique properties of nanopolymers are pivotal in their ability to enhance skin penetration. Their
diminutive size allows them to potentially pass through the tight junctions between skin cells and access skin
appendages like hair follicles [44]. The large surface area inherent to nanoparticles facilitates extensive interaction
with the skin’s surface and can significantly improve the loading and subsequent release of active ingredients.
Moreover, the surface charge of nanopolymers can be precisely engineered to influence their interaction with the
predominantly negatively charged skin surface. A key advantage is their capacity to encapsulate both hydrophilic
and hydrophobic drugs, thereby enhancing the delivery of a broader spectrum of active molecules. Additionally,
nanopolymers can be designed to exhibit controlled and sustained release profiles, which can prolong the
therapeutic effects of the delivered agents and reduce the frequency of application [44]. This adaptability in their
properties makes nanopolymers exceptionally suitable for overcoming the skin’s barrier function and improving
the efficacy of topical formulations.

The skin, the body’s largest organ, is a multi-layered structure consisting of the outermost epidermis, the
supportive dermis beneath it, and the deepest hypodermis for insulation and energy storage. Crucially, the top layer
of the epidermis, known as the stratum corneum, serves as the skin’s principal barrier. The stratum corneum is a
highly organized layer structure composed of dead keratinocytes (also called corneocytes, or the ‘bricks’)
embedded in a complex extracellular lipid matrix (the ‘mortar’), which collectively regulates water loss, prevents
microbial penetration, and acts as a shield against environmental stressors. This ‘bricks and mortar’ architecture
is responsible for the skin’s selective permeability, primarily allowing small, lipophilic molecules to pass while
preventing the entry of larger or hydrophilic substances, a barrier integrity that is paramount when considering the
topical application and effective penetration of materials like nanopolymers [44].

Certain nanopolymers can enhance skin penetration by interacting with and transiently disrupting the highly
ordered lipid bilayers of the stratum corneum (Table 1). This disruption can lead to increased permeability by
creating temporary gaps or fluidizing the lipid structure, allowing both the nanopolymer and its encapsulated cargo
to pass through more easily [44]. For instance, components of the nanopolymer with an affinity for lipids can
intercalate into the lipid bilayer, altering its organization and reducing its barrier function. This mechanism
underscores the importance of the chemical composition and surface properties of the nanopolymer in facilitating
its interaction with the skin’s lipid components.

Surface modifications on nanopolymers can play a crucial role in enhancing their interaction with
corneocytes, potentially facilitating their passage directly through these cells. This transcellular transport can occur
through various mechanisms, including the binding of specific ligands on the nanopolymer surface to receptors
present on the corneocyte membrane, which can trigger endocytosis or other cellular uptake processes [45].
Additionally, some nanopolymers may alter the fluidity of the corneocyte cell membrane, making it easier to
traverse (Table 1). This pathway, while challenging due to the dense keratin network within corneocytes, can be
significantly enhanced by the tailored design of the nanopolymer surface.

The follicular pathway offers a significant route for nanopolymers to bypass the dense stratum corneum and
penetrate deeper into the skin. The size of the nanopolymer is a critical determinant for effective follicular penetration.
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Table 1. Examples of Nanopolymers and Their Mechanism of Action in Skin Penetration.

Nanopolymer Active Ingredient  Application Mechanism of Action References
Type (Example) (Example) (Based on Snippets)
Anti-aging, Polycationic nature interacts with

Chitosan  Retinol, Cinnarizine, = Enhanced negatively charged skin, alters stratum [27]

Nanoparticles B-Arbutin Delivery, Skin ~ corneum protein structure, acts on tight

Whitening junctions, increases water content.
Nanoparticulate form allows deeper

Hyaluronic Acid Hyaluronic Acid, Hydration,  penetration compared to free HA, grafting [46]

NPs Other Actives Anti-aging with fatty acids enhances transcellular

transport, sustained release.

e Enhanced penetration, protects internal

Solid Lipid NPs Vitamin A Anti-wrinkle compoundsp from degragation, occlusive [27]
(SLNs) oo .
properties aid hydration.

Nanoemulsions Psoriasis, Increase concentration gradient, interact

Paclitaxel, Caffeine Enhanced with stratum corneum lipids, presence of [44]
(NEs) . .
Delivery surfactants as permeation enhancers.

Stabilize and solubilize drugs, enhance

Polymeric Bevacizumab, Ocular cellular uptake and tissue penetration [47]
Micelles Dexamethasone Applications  (application extended to skin penetration in
other snippets).
Polymeric . Topical Drug  Versatile drug loading, controlled release,

Nanohydrogels Various Drugs Delivery enhanced skin penetration. [13]

Promotes sustained and prolonged release
of active ingredients, long-lasting hydrating [48]
effect, enhances transport of ingredients.

Patented HLG ~ Hyaluronic Acid, Hydration,
Nanopolymer PGA, Lysine Anti-aging

2.3. Research Findings on the Success of Nanopolymers in Promoting Skin Penetration

Numerous in vitro studies have provided substantial evidence for the effectiveness of nanopolymers in
enhancing skin penetration. Permeation studies utilizing Franz diffusion cells, a standard method for assessing
percutaneous absorption, have demonstrated that drug-loaded nanopolymers can significantly increase the amount
of active ingredient that permeates through excised skin compared to conventional formulations. Confocal
microscopy, a powerful imaging technique, allows for the visualization of fluorescently labeled nanopolymers as
they penetrate into different layers of the skin, providing direct evidence of their ability to traverse the skin barrier [46].
Furthermore, studies have shown that encapsulating drugs within nanopolymers can enhance their solubility and
stability, ensuring that a higher concentration of the active compound is available for penetration. These in vitro
findings collectively support the notion that nanopolymers can effectively overcome the skin’s barrier properties
and facilitate the delivery of active ingredients.

In vivo studies, primarily conducted on animal models, have further validated the effectiveness of
nanopolymers in enhancing skin penetration and improving therapeutic outcomes. For example, studies on rats
have shown that nanoparticle formulations of non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs) exhibit
significantly higher skin penetration and retention, leading to enhanced anti-inflammatory activity compared to
conventional bulk-drug formulations [46]. Research using fluorescently labeled gold nanoparticles in rats has
demonstrated that nanoparticles with a size of 100 nm can diffuse through hair follicles, reaching deeper skin
layers. Additionally, in vivo studies on mice have shown that hyaluronic acid nanoparticles can deliver hyaluronic
acid into the dermis, reducing transepidermal water loss caused by UV irradiation, an effect not observed with free
hyaluronic acid [31]. The successful induction of hair growth in mice using cyclosporin A-loaded chitosan
nanocapsules further highlights the potential of nanopolymers for targeted drug delivery to specific skin structures. These
in vivo findings provide critical evidence of the therapeutic potential of nanopolymers in dermatological applications.

3. Nanopolymers in Anti-Aging Applications

The process of aging is a multifaceted biological phenomenon that encompasses a gradual deterioration of
physiological functions over time (Figure 3). This complex process is influenced by a combination of intrinsic and
extrinsic factors. The skin’s outermost layer, the stratum corneum (SC), presents a formidable barrier that limits
the penetration of most topically applied substances. This barrier function is essential for protecting the body from
external threats, but it also hinders the delivery of cosmetic ingredients designed to target deeper skin layers.
Nanoparticles, including nanopolymers, can overcome this barrier through several pathways such as the
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intercellular, transcellular and follicular pathways [49]. The intercellular pathway involves the passage of
nanoparticles through the lipid-rich matrix that exists between skin cells. The transcellular pathway allows
nanoparticles to move directly through the skin cells themselves. Additionally, the follicular pathway provides
another route of penetration, where nanoparticles can enter the skin through hair follicles, which can act as
reservoirs for these tiny delivery systems. This enhanced penetration capability allows nanopolymers to deliver
active anti-aging ingredients beyond the superficial layers of the skin, reaching the target sites where they can
exert their effects. Furthermore, nanopolymers can be specifically designed to target particular skin structures or
cell types.
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Figure 3. Causes of skin aging and the role of nanopolymers in anti-aging applications.

For instance, nanopolymers can be engineered to preferentially interact with fibroblasts in the dermis, which
are responsible for the production of collagen and elastin, or with melanocytes in the epidermis, which are involved
in the production of melanin and contribute to skin pigmentation. This targeted delivery maximizes the impact of
anti-aging ingredients at the precise location where they are needed most.

3.1. Delivery of Active Ingredients (e.g., Retinoids, Peptides, Antioxidants)

Various types of nanopolymers are employed in cosmetic anti-aging formulations to achieve enhanced
delivery and targeting effects. Polymeric nanoparticles, including both nanospheres and nanocapsules, are widely
used for the encapsulation and controlled release of a variety of anti-aging active ingredients such as antioxidants
(e.g., Vitamin C, Vitamin E), retinoids, and peptides [28]. Nanocapsules, characterized by a liquid core surrounded
by a polymeric shell, are particularly effective for providing sustained release of encapsulated drugs. In contrast,
nanospheres consist of a solid polymeric matrix within which active substances can be dispersed or stored. For
example, poly(lactic-co-glycolic acid) (PLGA) nanospheres loaded with Vitamin C have been shown to promote
collagen production and exert antioxidant effects in the skin. Liposomes and niosomes are other important classes
of nanocarriers used in cosmetic anti-aging products. Liposomes are nanoscale vesicles composed of a
phospholipid bilayer, similar to the membranes of biological cells, and are capable of delivering both hydrophilic
(water-soluble) and hydrophobic (lipid-soluble) active ingredients. Niosomes are structurally similar vesicle-like
systems but are made from non-ionic surface-active agents [28]. Both liposomes and niosomes are biocompatible
and enhance the penetration of encapsulated anti-aging compounds, such as vitamins and peptides, to improve skin
hydration and reduce the appearance of wrinkles.

Nanoemulsions are fine emulsions with extremely small droplet sizes, typically less than 100 nanometers,
which offer improved stability, a transparent appearance, and a pleasant feel on the skin [28]. These nanoemulsions
can effectively enhance the penetration of a wide range of active anti-aging ingredients, including both water-
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soluble and oil-soluble compounds. For instance, nanoemulsions of grapeseed oil are used for their antioxidant
and anti-aging properties.

Nanofibers, which are ultra-thin polymer fibers with diameters in the nanometer range, are produced using
techniques like electrospinning. These nanofibers are finding applications in cosmetic masks, where they can
facilitate the transdermal delivery of active ingredients due to their high surface area and unique texture. An
example includes biodegradable nanofiber masks infused with hyaluronic acid, designed to provide long-lasting
skin hydration. Finally, dendrimers are spherical, highly branched polymeric nanocarriers with a well-defined size
and structure. Their unique structure allows them to encapsulate active molecules within their interior or have them
attached to their surface, enabling targeted delivery to specific skin cells or layers. For example, dendrimers have
been shown to enhance the loading and skin penetration of resveratrol, a potent antioxidant with anti-aging properties.

3.2. Enhanced Penetration and Targeted Release

Another crucial benefit of using nanopolymers is their capacity for controlled or targeted release, which
allows for prolonged action of the anti-aging compounds. Nanopolymer-based delivery systems can be engineered
to release their encapsulated therapeutic agents over extended periods, thereby maintaining therapeutic
concentrations at the target site and reducing the frequency of application required [48]. This sustained release not
only improves the convenience and patient compliance with treatment regimens but can also lead to a more
consistent and prolonged therapeutic effect, ultimately enhancing the overall outcome of anti-aging interventions.
Furthermore, the development of stimuli-responsive nanopolymers takes controlled release a step further by
enabling the on-demand release of active ingredients in response to specific triggers present at the target site. This
level of precision allows for highly targeted and localized action, maximizing the therapeutic benefit while
minimizing potential side effects.

3.3. Prolonged Stability and Bioavailability

Nanopolymers offer improved stability and protection of active ingredients. Many anti-aging molecules, such
as antioxidants, peptides, and retinoids, are inherently unstable and prone to degradation when exposed to
environmental factors like light, enzymes, or oxidation. Nanopolymers can encapsulate these sensitive compounds,
effectively shielding them from these degradation pathways and ensuring that they remain potent throughout the
product’s shelf life and during application. This protection is crucial for maintaining the efficacy of the delivered
anti-aging compounds and ensuring that they can exert their intended effects upon reaching their target [48].

The effectiveness of nanopolymers in achieving anti-aging effects has been the subject of extensive
investigation in scientific literature. Numerous in vitro studies, conducted on cell cultures, and in vivo studies,
performed on animal models, have demonstrated the potential of nanopolymers to enhance the delivery and overall
efficacy of a wide range of anti-aging compounds. These studies have often reported improvements in key
indicators of skin aging, such as enhanced skin hydration, increased elasticity, and a noticeable reduction in the
appearance of wrinkles and hyperpigmentation. Importantly, clinical trials, which involve testing these
nanopolymer-based anti-aging treatments on human participants, are increasingly being conducted. Some of these
trials have shown promising results in alleviating wrinkles and other visible signs of aging [28,48].

Expert opinions within the scientific and dermatological communities generally acknowledge the significant
potential of nanopolymers to enhance the effectiveness of both cosmetic and medical anti-aging interventions [50].
There is a broad consensus that the unique properties of nanopolymers, such as their ability to improve penetration
and enable targeted delivery of active ingredients, offer substantial advantages over traditional formulations.
However, some experts also express ongoing concerns regarding the potential risks associated with the long-term
use and the ability of certain nanoparticles to penetrate the skin barrier [51]. This highlights the continued need
for thorough safety assessments and a comprehensive understanding of the potential long-term impacts of these
materials. Dermatologists often advise a balanced approach to anti-aging, typically recommending foundational
strategies such as consistent sunscreen use and regular moisturizing before considering products with more
specialized active ingredients, including those delivered through nanotechnology.

The long-term effects and overall safety profile of nanopolymers used in anti-aging applications remain areas
of active research and ongoing evaluation. While many nanopolymers are designed to be biocompatible and
biodegradable, facilitating their safe use and elimination from the body, the long-term consequences of their use,
particularly with repeated application over many years, are still being investigated [51]. Some studies have raised
concerns about the potential for certain nanoparticles to induce oxidative stress, trigger inflammation, and even
cause DNA damage. The biodegradability of many nanopolymers is a significant advantage in terms of long-term
safety, as it allows for their breakdown and eventual clearance from the body, potentially mitigating some of these

https://doi.org/10.53941/pcm.2026.100001 9 of 18



Asuquo et al. Prog. Compos. Mater. 2026, 2(1), 1

concerns. However, continued research and robust safety evaluations are essential to fully understand the long-
term impact of nanopolymers and ensure their safe and responsible use in anti-aging products.

4. Nanopolymers in Regenerative Skin Therapy

Regenerative skin therapy is an evolving field dedicated to the repair, rejuvenation, replacement, or
regeneration of skin tissues with the ultimate goal of restoring their normal function and aesthetic appearance. The
primary objectives of this therapeutic area encompass several key aspects. Wound healing is a central focus, aiming
to accelerate the closure of both acute and chronic wounds, minimize the formation of disfiguring scars, and fully
restore the skin’s protective barrier. Another crucial objective is skin rejuvenation, which involves reversing or
slowing down the visible signs of aging, such as the appearance of wrinkles, the loss of skin elasticity, and the
development of pigmentation irregularities. Furthermore, regenerative skin therapy seeks to provide effective
treatments for a variety of skin disorders, including burns, scars resulting from injury or surgery, chronic ulcers
that are difficult to heal, and even genetic disorders that manifest in the skin [34].

Conventional therapeutic approaches for addressing skin regeneration needs have traditionally included the
use of basic wound dressings to protect the injured area, the application of growth factors to stimulate cellular
activity, and skin grafts to replace large areas of damaged skin [34]. However, the field has advanced significantly,
with the emergence of innovative regenerative approaches. These include stem cell therapy, which utilizes the
unique ability of stem cells to differentiate into various skin cell types to promote regeneration. Bioengineered
skin substitutes represent another advanced approach, offering lab-grown skin tissues that can replace damaged
skin. Platelet-rich plasma (PRP) therapy, which involves using a concentration of the patient’s own platelets rich
in growth factors, has shown promise in enhancing wound healing and skin rejuvenation.

Exosome-based therapies, utilizing nanosized vesicles secreted by cells, are being explored for their potential
to stimulate cell regeneration and improve skin health. Gene editing techniques, such as CRISPR, hold potential
for correcting genetic defects affecting the skin. Additionally, various laser treatments and microneedling
procedures are employed to stimulate collagen production and improve skin texture and appearance. More
recently, 3D bioprinting has emerged as a cutting-edge technology for creating artificial tissues and organs,
including skin grafts, by depositing living cells and biomaterials layer by layer [52]. An interesting area within
regenerative medicine is regenerative aesthetics, which focuses on utilizing treatments and procedures that not
only enhance physical appearance but also stimulate the body’s natural healing and regeneration processes, often
leveraging the body’s own resources like PRP or stem cells. The earliest applications of regenerative medicine for
skin can be traced back to the use of synthetic skin in grafting procedures for burn victims, highlighting the long-
standing interest in harnessing the body’s regenerative capabilities for skin repair [53].

4.1. Skin Repair and Wound Healing

Nanopolymers play a multifaceted role in promoting effective wound healing. They can contribute to a
favorable healing environment by forming a protective barrier against external contaminants, thus reducing the
risk of infection, and by maintaining an optimal level of moisture at the wound site, which is crucial for cellular
processes involved in tissue repair. Certain nanopolymers, particularly when incorporated with antimicrobial
agents, exhibit direct antibacterial properties (Table 2).

For instance, silver nanoparticles, when integrated into nanopolymeric matrices, can effectively combat
microbial colonization. The mechanisms of action for these nanocomposites often involve disrupting bacterial cell
membranes, interfering with DNA synthesis, and inducing oxidative stress [54].

Nanopolymeric scaffolds, especially in the form of nanofibers, are designed to mimic the intricate structure
of the skin’s extracellular matrix (ECM). This structural similarity is vital as it provides a framework that
encourages cells, such as fibroblasts and keratinocytes, to adhere, migrate, proliferate, and ultimately regenerate
new tissue. A specific example of this is the use of electrospun nanofibers composed of a blend of PLGA and silk
fibroin, which have demonstrated enhanced attachment and proliferation of fibroblasts, leading to improved
healing outcomes in diabetic wounds.

Furthermore, nanopolymers serve as excellent vehicles for the controlled release of growth factors and other
therapeutic agents directly to the wound site. This localized and sustained delivery can significantly accelerate the
healing process. For example, PLGA nanoparticles loaded with vascular endothelial growth factor (VEGF) have
been shown to promote angiogenesis, a critical step in wound healing [34].
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Table 2. Common Nanopolymers and their Specific Actions in Skin Repair and Wound Healing.

Nanopolymer Structural Class Therapeutic Mechanism of Action Application References
System Agent
. . Nanocomposite Antimicrobial activity via .
Sllver nanqpartlcl?s (inorganic—polymer Silver (Ag) membrane disruption, ROS W ougd healing, [34,54]
in polymeric matrix . ; infection control
hybrid) generation
Chitosan Antibiotics, Antimicrobial, hemostatic, unnd hgahng,
. Natural polymer . . ) infection [55,56]
nanoparticles bioactives  enhances cell adhesion .
prevention
. . Controlled release Tissug
PLGA nanoparticles Synthetic polymer VEGF, EGF ’ regeneration, [34]

romotes angiogenesis .
P 5108 wound healing

ECM mimicry, enhances Skin grafts,

Collagen nanofibers Natural polymer — cell adhesion and tissue [57]
proliferation engineering
Alginate/gelatin ~ Natural pol'ymer o Fluid absorption, supports Wound healing 58]
hydrogels composite cell growth
. Synthetic branched  siRNA, Targeted delivery, high Gene there}p Y
Dendrimers olvmer enes loading capacit regenerative [34]
poly g § capaclly treatment
. Lipid-based Various Enhanced penetration, ~ Drug delivery,
Liposomes nanocarrier drugs biocompatibility skin treatment [44]
Anti- Stimuli-responsive Localized
Nanogels Hydrogel polymer inflammatory controlled release inflammation [44]
agents control

Collagen-based nanopolymers have also emerged as promising materials in wound healing applications due
to their inherent biocompatibility and biodegradability [54]. Similarly, chitosan nanopolymers are utilized in
wound dressings for their natural antimicrobial and hemostatic properties, aiding in infection prevention and blood
clotting [55]. Beyond promoting healing, nanopolymers are also being explored for their ability to minimize scar
formation and improve the overall aesthetic outcome of the healed wound.

The combination of nanopolymers with plant extracts, which possess antioxidant, anti-inflammatory, and
antimicrobial properties, can lead to a synergistic effect, further enhancing the wound healing process [59].
Moreover, nanopolymers can be engineered to respond to specific cues within the wound microenvironment, such
as changes in pH or the presence of certain enzymes, to release their therapeutic payload on demand, offering a
more targeted and efficient approach to healing. While silver nanoparticles are recognized for their potent
antimicrobial properties in wound care, their potential for cytotoxicity at higher concentrations necessitates careful
consideration of dosage and the exploration of combination therapies to optimize their use [58].

4.2. Nanopolymers in Tissue Engineering for Skin Regeneration

In the realm of tissue engineering, nanopolymers are instrumental in creating scaffolds that closely mimic
the structure and composition of the skin’s native extracellular matrix (ECM). These scaffolds provide not only
structural support for newly forming tissue but also deliver crucial cues that guide cell behavior, including
adhesion, migration, proliferation, and differentiation. A significant approach in this area is the fabrication of
nanofibrous scaffolds using techniques like electrospinning. These scaffolds possess a remarkably high surface
area to volume ratio, which is highly conducive to cell attachment and proliferation, making them excellent
candidates for skin tissue engineering.

Nanopolymers are also integral components of hydrogels used in tissue engineering. These hydrogels,
characterized by their high-water content and inherent biocompatibility, create a physiologically relevant
environment that supports cell growth and differentiation, facilitating the regeneration of skin tissue [35]. The
advent of 3D bioprinting has further expanded the applications of nanopolymers in tissue engineering for skin
regeneration. This advanced technology allows for the creation of complex, three-dimensional skin constructs,
including skin grafts and substitutes, with precise control over their architecture and the spatial distribution of cells
and biomaterials, such as nanopolymers. Bioinks, which are formulations used in 3D bioprinting, often contain
nanopolymers along with living cells to print layered skin structures and even skin appendages, such as hair
follicles [35].
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Specific natural nanopolymers like collagen and chitosan are particularly favored in tissue engineering
scaffolds for skin regeneration due to their inherent biocompatibility and bioactivity, which promote favorable cell
responses and tissue integration. The concept of smart materials is also being explored in tissue engineering, where
nanopolymeric scaffolds can be designed to respond to external stimuli, such as temperature or light, to actively
enhance the process of tissue regeneration. Nanostructured scaffolds made from nanopolymers are capable of
mimicking the nanoscale features present in the natural ECM, which leads to improved cell-matrix interactions
and ultimately better outcomes in tissue regeneration. Furthermore, 3D bioprinting utilizing nanopolymeric
bioinks holds the potential to create personalized skin grafts that are precisely tailored to the unique dimensions
and requirements of an individual patient’s wound. Combining different types of nanopolymers and other
nanomaterials, such as incorporating nanoparticles within nanofibrous scaffolds or hydrogels, can result in the
creation of composite materials with enhanced mechanical strength, improved biological performance, and even
antimicrobial properties, further expanding their utility in tissue engineering applications [60].

4.3. Nanopolymers in Drug Delivery for Skin Regeneration

The use of nanopolymers as drug carriers has revolutionized the field of skin regeneration by offering
significant advantages over traditional drug delivery methods. These advantages include improved drug stability,
enhanced solubility of poorly soluble drugs, increased bioavailability at the target site, and an overall improvement
in the therapeutic index. Various types of nanopolymeric drug delivery systems have been developed and explored
for skin regeneration applications. Nanoparticles and nanospheres, formed from polymers like PLGA and chitosan,
are capable of encapsulating and protecting a wide range of drugs, enabling their controlled release and targeted
delivery to specific skin layers or cells.

Nanogels, with their cross-linked three-dimensional network structure, can release pharmaceuticals in a site-
specific manner, often responding to environmental stimuli such as changes in pH or temperature, making them
particularly useful for treating conditions where localized drug release is desired (Table 2). Nanofibers, typically
fabricated through electrospinning, provide a large surface area for drug loading and can facilitate localized drug
delivery while also offering structural support for tissue regeneration. Liposomes, composed of lipid bilayers, can
effectively transport both hydrophobic and hydrophilic drugs, expanding the range of therapeutic agents that can
be delivered. Dendrimers, characterized by their highly branched and well-defined structure, offer precise control
over drug encapsulation and release, making them valuable tools for targeted drug delivery. Nanopolymers are
being employed to deliver a diverse array of therapeutic agents aimed at enhancing skin regeneration. These
include growth factors like VEGF, EGF, and PDGF, which play crucial roles in stimulating cell proliferation,
differentiation, and angiogenesis, thereby accelerating tissue repair. Antibiotics are often delivered using
nanopolymeric carriers to prevent and treat infections, a common complication in wounds and skin injuries [43].

Nanopolymers are powerful tools in skin regeneration due to their ability to enhance drug delivery by
overcoming the skin’s barrier, the stratum corneum. Their small size allows them to transport therapeutic agents,
including anti-inflammatory agents and materials for gene therapy like small interfering RNA (siRNA). A key
advantage is targeted drug delivery, where nanopolymer surfaces are functionalized with ligands to direct them
precisely to specific cell receptors or wound sites, maximizing therapeutic effect while reducing side effects on
healthy tissue [60].

The versatility of nanopolymers as drug carriers allows for multi-targeting and the delivery of combinations
of drugs, paving the way for personalized medicine approaches in treating individual skin conditions. The size of
the nanopolymers used is a critical factor that influences their ability to permeate the skin barrier and reach the
intended target cells or tissues. Additionally, modifying the surface of nanopolymers with polyethylene glycol
(PEG) can provide protection against degradation and recognition by the body’s immune system, thus prolonging
their circulation time and enhancing their overall therapeutic efficacy [60].

5. Innovations in Nanopolymeric Formulation and Product Development

The field of nanopolymeric formulation has witnessed significant advancements, building upon traditional
methods and incorporating novel techniques to achieve greater control and functionality. Traditional methods such
as emulsion polymerization and nanoprecipitation continue to be refined. Emulsion polymerization, where
monomers are polymerized in an emulsion, has seen advancements allowing for better control over the resulting
nanoparticle size and morphology. Nanoprecipitation, a straightforward and efficient technique, involves the rapid
precipitation of a polymer from a solvent by adding a non-solvent, leading to the formation of nanoparticles [61].
Layer-by-layer assembly, a technique for creating complex nanostructures with precisely tailored surface
properties, and microfluidics, a promising approach for the precise and scalable synthesis of nanoparticles [62],
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also represent important areas of development. Extrusion, based on the induced precipitation of drug-loaded
nanoparticles at the exit of nanopores, offers high reproducibility, while ionic gelation, involving the mixing of
aqueous phases of ionic polymers like chitosan and alginate, provides a simple route to nanoparticle formation.

Emerging techniques are further expanding the capabilities of nanopolymeric formulations. The development
of stimuli-responsive formulations, utilizing smart polymeric nanoparticles (PNPs) that can respond to specific
environmental cues such as pH, temperature, or enzymes, represents a significant advancement [63]. This
responsiveness enables controlled drug release, enhancing therapeutic outcomes. For instance, pH-sensitive
polymers are being developed to achieve tumor-specific drug delivery, capitalizing on the acidic environment of
tumor tissues to trigger drug release [64]. Surface modification techniques play a crucial role in tailoring the
behavior of nanopolymers. PEGylation, the attachment of polyethylene glycol (PEG) to nanoparticle surfaces,
significantly enhances targeting efficiency by minimizing interactions with non-target tissues and improving
penetration into target areas. Beyond PEGylation, other surface modifications, such as the attachment of specific
targeting ligands, are being explored to further enhance the selectivity of nanocarriers for specific cells or tissues [65].

The integration of artificial intelligence (Al) is also emerging as a powerful tool in the design of nanoparticle-
based drug delivery systems. Al algorithms can analyze vast datasets to predict the optimal characteristics of
nanoparticles, including size, surface chemistry, and drug release profiles, for specific therapeutic applications [63].
This computational approach has the potential to accelerate the development of tailored nanopolymeric
formulations with enhanced efficacy. The ongoing progress in these formulation techniques reflects a clear trend
towards achieving greater precision, control, and functionality in nanopolymer-based products.

Nanopolymers and nanocomposites are used to create high-performance materials with enhanced mechanical
strength, lightness, and durability, finding applications in industries such as automotive and aerospace [66]. For
instance, carbon fiber composites, incorporating nanoscale carbon fibers within a polymer matrix, offer
unprecedented combinations of strength and lightness. The integration of nanoparticles like carbon nanotubes or
nanoclays into polymer matrices significantly increases their strength and stiffness.

Graphene nanoplatelets added to polylactic acid (PLA) have been shown to enhance thermal conductivity by
over 250%, opening new possibilities for heat transfer applications.’® These advancements are crucial for
developing lighter, stronger, and more efficient components in various engineering sectors, including packaging
and electronics [66].

Nanopolymers are instrumental in the development of smart materials capable of responding to
environmental changes [66]. Electrochemical and optical sensors based on nanopolymers like metal-organic
frameworks (MOFs) and 2D materials are being developed for the rapid and convenient detection of various health,
food quality, and environmental parameters [67]. Smart materials incorporating nanopolymers can also be used to
create piezoelectric sensors for real-time structural health monitoring [66]. These innovations enable the creation
of more responsive and efficient devices for a wide range of applications, from biosensing to environmental
monitoring [66].

There is a growing emphasis on the development and application of nanobiopolymers derived from renewable
resources as environmentally friendly alternatives to traditional synthetic polymers [67]. Examples include
nanopolymers based on cellulose, starch, and lignin, which offer biodegradability and biocompatibility [68]. These
sustainable nanopolymers are finding applications in various areas, including edible films, packaging materials,
medical implants, and environmental pollution remediation. The shift towards biodegradable nanopolymers
addresses environmental concerns and promotes a more sustainable approach to materials science.

A diverse range of biodegradable polymers is being utilized in nanoformulations to address environmental
concerns. These include polylactic acid (PLA), poly(lactic-co-glycolic acid) (PLGA), chitosan, and cellulose
derivatives. These polymers find applications in various sectors, such as drug delivery systems for controlled
release, scaffolds for tissue engineering, and sustainable packaging solutions for food and consumer goods [69].
The development of biodegradable nanopolymers is crucial for minimizing the environmental impact of polymer-
based products.

The landscape of nanopolymers includes other novel materials with unique functionalities. Self-healing
polymers, capable of autonomously repairing damage, are being developed for applications requiring enhanced
durability and longevity. Conductive polymers, exhibiting electrical conductivity, are finding uses in sensors,
electronics, and antistatic coatings [70]. Biopolymers derived from natural sources like Aloe Vera are being
explored for their environmentally friendly nature and thermal stability, with potential applications in enhanced
oil recovery and other industrial processes. The continuous exploration of new nanopolymer chemistries and
structures promises to yield materials with increasingly tailored and advanced properties.

Several emerging trends are poised to shape the future of nanopolymeric formulation and product
development. The application of artificial intelligence (Al) and machine learning is expected to accelerate the
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design and optimization of nanopolymeric formulations by enabling predictive modeling of material properties
and performance. Personalized nanomedicine, tailoring nanopolymeric therapies to the specific needs of individual
patients based on their genetic makeup and disease profile, is another significant trend [71]. The development of
multifunctional nanopolymers that combine therapeutic delivery with diagnostic imaging capabilities
(theranostics) will allow for more precise and effective disease management.

The growing global focus on sustainability is driving increased research and development of biodegradable
and bio-based nanopolymers as eco-friendly alternatives. The integration of 3D printing technology into
nanopharmaceutical manufacturing is also an emerging trend, enabling the fabrication of complex nanostructures
and personalized drug delivery systems with greater precision and control [72]. These trends collectively point
towards a future where nanopolymeric formulations will be increasingly sophisticated, personalized, sustainable,
and effectively utilized across a wide range of applications.

The field of nanopolymeric formulation and product development has witnessed remarkable advancements,
offering transformative potential across pharmaceuticals, cosmetics, and materials science. The ability to manipulate
polymers at the nanoscale has led to the creation of products with enhanced performance, stability, and sophisticated
delivery mechanisms. While challenges related to scalability, cost-effectiveness, and navigating the regulatory
landscape persist, the ongoing research and emerging trends, such as Al-driven design, personalized nanomedicine,
and sustainable nanopolymers, indicate a promising future. The successful examples of nanopolymer-based products
already in the market highlight the practical applications and commercial viability of these innovations. As research
continues to evolve, nanopolymeric formulations are poised to play an increasingly significant role in shaping the
next generation of products, offering enhanced efficacy, safety, and sustainability.

6. Risks, Limitations, and Environmental Considerations of Nanopolymers

While nanopolymers offer significant therapeutic and cosmetic advantages, their widespread application
raises important safety and environmental concerns that warrant careful evaluation. A balanced assessment of both
benefits and risks is essential to ensure responsible development and long-term sustainability.

6.1. Potential Biological and Dermatological Risks

One primary concern relates to the potential cytotoxicity of nanopolymeric systems. Due to their small size
and high surface reactivity, certain nanopolymers may induce oxidative stress, generate reactive oxygen species
(ROS), and trigger inflammatory responses in skin cells. Excessive accumulation within keratinocytes or dermal
fibroblasts could potentially disrupt cellular homeostasis and impair normal skin function [44,45].

Particle size, surface charge, and chemical composition significantly influence toxicity profiles. Positively
charged nanoparticles, while beneficial for skin adhesion, may interact strongly with cell membranes, potentially
leading to membrane destabilization. Additionally, repeated long-term exposure to nanomaterials in cosmetic
formulations remains insufficiently studied, and chronic accumulation effects cannot yet be fully excluded [51].

Another concern involves unintended systemic absorption. Although most nanopolymers are designed to
remain within superficial skin layers, compromised skin barriers (e.g., wounds, eczema, psoriasis) may permit
deeper penetration, potentially leading to systemic distribution [25].

6.2. Regulatory and Standardization Challenges

The regulatory landscape governing nanomaterials in cosmetics and dermatology remains complex and
evolving. Definitions of “nanomaterial” vary across regulatory agencies, and standardized testing protocols for
nanopolymer safety assessment are still under development [61,64]. Critical parameters such as particle size
distribution, aggregation behavior, biodegradability, and long-term stability must be rigorously evaluated before
commercialization [65].

Furthermore, batch-to-batch reproducibility and scalability of nanopolymer production present
manufacturing challenges. Variations in polymer synthesis methods may alter physicochemical properties, thereby
influencing biological performance and safety outcomes.

6.3. Environmental Safety Concerns

Environmental implications of nanopolymers are increasingly recognized as an important area of
investigation. During manufacturing, usage, and disposal of cosmetic products, nanopolymeric materials may enter
wastewater systems and aquatic environments. Persistent or non-biodegradable nanopolymers could accumulate
in soil or water ecosystems, potentially affecting microorganisms, aquatic organisms, and food chains [66].
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Biodegradable polymers such as polylactic acid (PLA), poly(lactic-co-glycolic acid) (PLGA), chitosan, and
cellulose derivatives offer more environmentally sustainable alternatives [68]. However, even biodegradable
nanomaterials require careful assessment of degradation byproducts and their ecological impact [69].

The growing emphasis on green nanotechnology encourages the development of bio-based nanopolymers
derived from renewable resources, as well as environmentally friendly synthesis methods that reduce solvent use
and chemical waste.

6.4. Current Knowledge Gaps and Future Directions

Despite promising advances, several knowledge gaps remain:

I.  Long-term human exposure data are limited.
II. Standardized toxicological models specific to dermal nanopolymers are still evolving.
III. Environmental accumulation and ecotoxicological impacts require further investigation.

Future research should prioritize comprehensive in vitro, in vivo, and clinical safety studies, as well as
lifecycle assessments to evaluate environmental sustainability. Collaboration between material scientists,
toxicologists, dermatologists, and regulatory authorities will be critical to ensuring the safe and ethical integration
of nanopolymers into dermatological practice.

7. Conclusions

Nanopolymers present a promising avenue for enhancing the efficacy and delivery of anti-aging compounds
in both the cosmetic and medical domains. Their unique nanoscale properties offer several advantages, including
improved penetration through skin barriers, targeted delivery to specific cells and tissues, controlled release of
active ingredients, and enhanced stability of these often-delicate molecules. However, alongside these significant
benefits, potential risks and concerns regarding the long-term effects and safety profiles of certain nanopolymers
necessitate careful consideration and ongoing research.

Looking towards the future, several promising research directions can be identified. The development of
novel biocompatible and biodegradable nanopolymers with precisely tailored properties for specific anti-aging
targets remains a key area of focus. Further exploration of advanced delivery systems, particularly stimuli-
responsive or smart nanopolymers that can release their payload on demand, holds immense potential for creating
highly personalized and effective anti-aging treatments. Moreover, comprehensive safety studies, including
rigorous long-term evaluations, are crucial to ensure the responsible development and application of nanopolymer-
based anti-aging products and to address the existing knowledge gaps regarding their long-term impact on human
health and the environment.
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