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Following the successful launch of the International Journal of Transportation and Logistics Research
(IJTLR), it is my pleasure to present our second editorial as we continue building an international platform for
impactful, interdisciplinary scholarship. The response to our inaugural issue has been highly encouraging,
evidenced by strong manuscript submissions from diverse regions and research domains. This early momentum
reaffirms the global relevance of transportation and logistics research and underscores the need for a dedicated
venue that bridges academic innovation with practical insight.

1. Early Trends and Emerging Themes

In the months since the journal’s introduction, several thematic patterns have emerged across the manuscripts
submitted and accepted for review. These reflect broader shifts occurring in the global transportation and logistics
landscape:

(1) Digitalisation and Automation

Researchers are increasingly investigating how artificial intelligence, digital twins, autonomous systems, and
data-driven optimisation can transform freight movement, mobility services, and supply chain resilience. These
contributions highlight not only technological advances but also their organisational and societal dimensions.

(2) Sustainability and Environmental Responsibility

Sustainability remains a central concern, with studies proposing decarbonisation pathways, assessing
alternative energy systems, and examining behavioural factors influencing sustainable travel and logistics choices.
Many submissions underscore the role of policy and governance in advancing sustainable futures.

(3) Risk, Resilience, and Adaptability

As global transportation systems face disruptions—from pandemics and geopolitical conflicts to climate-
related shocks—scholars continue to explore strategies to enhance resilience, recovery, and adaptability. These
contributions emphasise the need for integrated approaches that combine engineering, management, psychology,
and public policy.

(4) Human Factors and Behavioural Insights

Beyond the technological and structural dimensions, many authors highlight the central role of human
decision-making. Themes such as safety behaviour, consumer preferences, organisational leadership, and
behavioural interventions have become increasingly prominent.

These emerging streams reflect IJTLR’s multidisciplinary mission and the diversity of perspectives necessary
to advance the field.

2. Journal Development and Community Engagement

As IJTLR continues to develop, we remain committed to upholding rigorous peer-review standards and
ensuring the visibility of high-quality research. The support of our editorial board members and reviewers—who
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contribute their expertise with remarkable diligence—has been vital in maintaining the integrity and academic
excellence of our publication process.
Moving forward, JJTLR will introduce additional initiatives designed to enrich scholarly exchange:

e  Thematic Special Issues addressing timely topics such as decarbonised logistics, smart mobility ecosystems,
behavioural transportation science, and maritime digitalisation.

e Invited Reviews and Perspective Papers from leading international scholars to stimulate debate and provide
authoritative insights into emerging challenges.

e  Expanded Editorial Board Representation to further strengthen our global reach and disciplinary breadth.

We welcome suggestions from our community regarding additional themes or initiatives that may enhance
the journal’s relevance.

3. Strengthening IJTLR’s Mission

Our mission remains steadfast: to serve as a platform that fosters interdisciplinary research capable of shaping
a more sustainable, efficient, and resilient future for global transportation and logistics systems. By embracing
diverse methodologies—from quantitative modelling and experimental studies to qualitative analyses and policy
evaluations—we encourage contributions that address both theoretical advances and real-world impacts.

Furthermore, IJTLR’s fully open-access model ensures that research published in our journal is freely
available to scholars, practitioners, and policymakers worldwide. This philosophy supports broader dissemination,
fosters international collaboration, and accelerates the translation of research insights into practice.

4. A Call to the Global Research Community

As we continue to build on the foundation established in our inaugural issue, I warmly invite researchers
from all regions and disciplines to contribute to IJTLR. Whether through original articles, review papers, case
studies, or methodological notes, your work plays a crucial role in shaping a forward-looking dialogue on
transportation and logistics.
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