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Speech and language disorders are conditions that 
involve persistent difficulties in producing, understand-
ing, or using language appropriately (American Psychiat-
ric Association, 2013). These disorders can affect different 
forms of communication, including spoken, written, and 
sign language. They may also impact an individual’s abil-
ity to express thoughts clearly, follow conversations, or 
understand what others say. The difficulties may stem 
from developmental, neurological, or acquired causes and 
often interfere with academic, social, or occupational 
functioning. Around 5% of the population experience lan-
guage disorders (Zhang et al., 2022), and without proper 
support, these difficulties may result in long-term social 
challenges. Speech-language pathologists assess and sup-
port individuals with such disorders (Farquharson et al., 
2022). While their work has traditionally been shaped by 
psychology, education, and medicine, recent decades have 
seen growing influence from linguistics, sociology, and an-
thropology (Damico et al., 2021). 

The book Clinical	Applications	of	Linguistics	to	Speech‐
Language	 Pathology:	 A	 Guide	 for	 Clinicians (Gurevich & 
Grindrod, 2022) explores how linguistic knowledge can in-
form clinical work. It introduces key areas of linguistics and 
explains their relevance to language assessment and treat-
ment. The book is practical, accessible, and well-organised. It 
suits practising speech-language pathologists and instruc-
tors with limited linguistic training, as well as students in 
Linguistics, Communication Sciences and Disorders, and re-
lated fields seeking clinically relevant knowledge. 

The book is edited by Naomi Gurevich and Christo-
pher M. Grindrod, both assistant professors at Purdue 

University Fort Wayne, USA. Gurevich specialises in pho-
nology and acquired language disorders, while Grindrod 
focuses on aphasia and cognitive-communication disor-
ders. The chapter contributors include experienced re-
searchers and clinicians from linguistics, speech-language 
pathology, and related areas. Their expertise spans child 
and adult language disorders, sociolinguistics, signed lan-
guages, and motor speech disorders. Together, they offer 
a broad, interdisciplinary perspective on applying linguis-
tics to clinical contexts. 

The book has two main parts and includes eleven chap-
ters. Each chapter begins with a short section that explains 
why the topic matters in clinical work. Many chapters also 
provide practical tools and strategies that clinicians can ap-
ply directly in assessment or intervention. 

Part One focuses on children. The first chapter ex-
plores syllable structure and prosody, with clinical insights 
for childhood apraxia of speech and autism. The second 
chapter discusses morphology and syntax, especially tense, 
agreement, and finiteness in children with Developmental 
Language Disorders. The third chapter addresses prosody 
development and impairment. The fourth one examines 
variation in finiteness markers across dialects, with empha-
sis on African American English, and outlines ways to apply 
interventions accordingly. The fifth chapter outlines the 
structure and development of sign language. It is particu-
larly relevant for clinicians who work with children with 
Developmental Signed Language Disorders. 

Part Two turns to adult populations. Chapter six pro-
poses a framework based on phonological features to an-
alyse intelligibility in dysarthria. The seventh chapter 
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discusses verb argument structure and sentence produc-
tion in aphasia. The eighth chapter examines how context 
affects lexical meaning and its role in interpreting lan-
guage in aphasia or right hemisphere damage. The ninth 
chapter focuses on discourse analysis. It introduces prac-
tical tools for assessing and treating discourse level diffi-
culties following traumatic brain injury. Chapter ten re-
turns to prosody in adults and explains how it relates to 
pragmatic functions. It also outlines intervention ap-
proaches for conditions such as dysarthria and right hemi-
sphere damage. The final chapter examines accented 
speech from both linguistic and sociolinguistic perspec-
tives. It also encourages more inclusive approaches to ac-
cent modification. 

Overall, the book covers a wide range of linguistic do-
mains, including phonology, morphology, syntax, seman-
tics, prosody, discourse, and sociolinguistics. It connects 
these areas clearly to everyday clinical practice in speech 
and language therapy. While the book’s main aim is to en-
hance linguistic awareness in clinical work, its consistent 
emphasis on practical application ensures accessibility 
for both students and professionals. Each chapter makes 
a clear link between theory and practice. It helps readers 
understand key linguistic concepts and provides practical 
tools for assessment, screening, and intervention. Accom-
panied by figures, charts, and illustrations, the book also 
provides helpful visual representations to support com-
prehension of linguistic content as well as the clinical pro-
cesses involved in the evaluation and treatment of lan-
guage disorders. 

The growing recognition of speech-language pathol-
ogy is not limited to Western countries such as the United 
States (Farquharson et al., 2022), the United Kingdom 
(Birch et al., 2023), and Australia (McLeod et al., 2023). 
Countries across Asia, including China (Jin & Zhu, 2023), 
India, and Japan (Lee et al., 2024), have also emphasised 
the critical role of speech-language pathologists, while 
simultaneously reporting workforce shortages in the 
field. This book serves as a valuable starting point for in-
dividuals considering a career in speech-language pathol-
ogy or related fields. It may also benefit practising clini-
cians who wish to strengthen their understanding of lin-
guistics. With its manageable length and accessible writ-
ing style, the book offers a clear and engaging introduc-
tion to how linguistic theory can inform clinical work. Its 
applied focus and interdisciplinary approach make it a 
versatile resource for connecting theoretical knowledge 
with real-world challenges in speech-language pathology. 

Nevertheless, there are some limitations that should 
be acknowledged. Firstly, all the contributors to the book 
come from the United States, and the content is framed en-
tirely within the context of American English. Although this 
may narrow its cultural and linguistic scope, many of the 
book’s core clinical principles and linguistic frameworks 
are still likely to be useful across different English varieties 
and cultural settings, even if some adaptation is needed. 

Secondly, while the book offers an accessible introduction 
to both linguistics and speech-language pathology across 
child and adult populations, those wishing to explore the 
topics in greater depth will require more detailed and spe-
cialised publications. The book is organised around key lin-
guistic features of language impairments. Each chapter 
shows how specific domains, such as prosody or morphol-
ogy, are linked to different clinical conditions. In a comple-
mentary way, The	Handbook	of	Clinical	Linguistics (Ball et 
al., 2024) adopts a more traditional academic structure. It 
covers a broader range of disorders and linguistic levels 
through a more theory driven and research-intensive lens. 
The current book is mainly practice oriented and written 
for clinicians. In contrast, Ball et al.’s work is more concep-
tually detailed and closely connected to research contexts. 
It may therefore be especially useful for scholars and post-
graduate researchers. For a deeper understanding of child 
language disorders specifically, Language	Disorders	 from	
Infancy	Through	Adolescence:	Listening,	Speaking,	Reading,	
Writing,	and	Communicating	 (sixth edition) by Paul et al. 
(2024) provides a developmentally structured and clini-
cally focused guide, centred on diagnosis and intervention 
for children. Compared to the current book, which balances 
attention to both child and adult populations, Paul et al.’s 
volume offers greater depth within a narrower develop-
mental scope, consistent with the greater research atten-
tion that has been given to children with language disor-
ders (Leonard, 2020). 

In summary, Clinical	 Applications	 of	 Linguistics	 to	
Speech‐Language	 Pathology:	 A	 Guide	 for	 Clinicians 
(Gurevich & Grindrod, 2022) is a timely and accessible con-
tribution that bridges linguistic theory and clinical applica-
tion. It lays a strong foundation for newcomers and offers 
meaningful support for professionals aiming to enhance 
their understanding of linguistics in speech-language pa-
thology. Although it has some limitations, the book remains 
a valuable and practical resource for a wide audience. 
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