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Natural products (NPs), defined as substances produced by living organisms, not only come from plant 

sources but also are produced by animals, microorganisms, and marine organisms [1,2]. More precisely, natural 

products can be defined as organic compounds produced by the primary or secondary metabolic pathways in living 

organisms, but most often, natural products mean secondary metabolites. NPs have long been used as dietary 

supplements, foods, medicines, and cosmetics; and they play a vital role in modern drug discovery [3–5]. Hence, 

their analysis involving collection and storage, extraction, isolation, identification, quantification, bioactivity 

assessment, formulation, delivery, and quality control is essential. It is equally important to apply analytical 

techniques, e.g., analysis with radioisotopes, to understand the biosynthetic pathways, of natural products, 

governed by various enzymes [6,7]. Natural product metabolomics is another contemporary avenue of research 

that applies various analytical techniques, e.g., hyphenated techniques like LC-MS [8,9]. 

Over the years, there have been significant advances in extraction technology, from a humble beginning with 

simple maceration to the most advanced extraction techniques like accelerated solvent extraction, supercritical 

fluid extraction, microwave extraction, and many more [1]. Similarly, remarkable progress in separation 

technology, e.g., ultra-performance liquid chromatography (UPLC), the introduction of ultra-sensitive bioassays, 

and most recently the emergence of computational methods [9,10] and artificial intelligence have revolutionized 

the field of analysis of natural products. Innovations in analytical techniques have enhanced the sustainability of 

research in this area and made the operation more environmentally friendly, e.g., green extraction techniques [11]. 

The prediction and optimization ability of computational methods and modelling (in silico) has significantly 

improved the precision, efficiency, and quality of natural products analysis [9]. 

The new journal Natural Products Analysis (NPA), published by Scilight and supported by a fantastic 

editorial advisory team comprising members who are active natural products researchers, will provide a unique 

and comprehensive platform for the dissemination of information on innovations and progress as well as the 

current trends in analytical methods applicable to natural products analysis. Thus, NPA will help advance research 

in the analysis of natural products and their impact on food, medicine, and cosmetic industries, as well as the health 

and well-being of the global population. Among the editorial advisory board members, there are members with 

extensive experience and a strong track record as editors or editorial board members, but at the same time, NPA 

has included several members who are early career researchers with dedication, passion for natural products 

research, and immense potential. This new journal will publish review articles and original research papers by 

adopting a fair, equitable, and transparent peer-review and decision-making process aiming at supporting the 

authors all the way from the submission to the publication of their articles. With the contributions from all potential 

authors and the editorial advisory board members, this journal is expected to grow fast and become one of the 

leading journals in natural products research. 
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